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November, 2013  
 

Nextdoor.com   
Concord…we’re ready to launch!!  
Over the past few months, you’ve worked diligently to introduce Nextdoor to your neighbors.  From those 
efforts, 70% of recognized neighborhoods had started Nextdoor websites. Therefore, I am happy to report 
that we have exceeded the goal of establishing Nextdoor websites for at least 50% of the recognized 
neighborhoods. What this means is that the City of Concord is ready to launch a “City” account. Thank you 
all for helping to spread the word about this useful tool! 

 
The launch date is set for November 22, 
2013.   Many of you have established 
Nextdoor Neighborhood Accounts – 
Great!!  Once the City site goes live a city 
tab will show up in your account’s local 
section.  Please continue to encourage your 
neighbors to establish accounts and join 
your community’s website. Remember 
information shared on each Nextdoor site is 

only visible to verified registered members within your neighborhood.  For those of you who are still 
walking the line on this, and want additional information, join me on November 21st for the face-to-face 
training session. During the training session, I demonstrate how Nextdoor can help enhance neighbor-to-
neighbor communication within your neighborhood.  
 
Nextdoor is an online social-media platform that is tailored specifically to meet the needs of 
neighborhoods. To learn more about the benefits of Nextdoor, go to www.nextdoor.com and watch the 
video. If you are interested in being the Founding Member of your Nextdoor neighborhood website, go to 
www.nextdoor.com/priority and enter your address.  If you have any questions during the sign up 
process, go to help.nextdoor.com.		
 

 
Good Neighbor Tip:  
Don’t flush so called “flushable” wipes! 

Are you aware that those wipes that are supposed to be flushable, are 
causing sewer system to back up, sometimes causing homeowners a 
messy, smelly, and expensive problem? They're biodegradable, they're 
flushable, but they're not dissolvable. Earlier this spring, Consumer 
Reports conducted extensive testing and began recommending bagging 
them and tossing them out with the trash rather than flushing. City of 
Concord staff members Mark Varnadore and Gary Fritz took WBTV to a 
pump station in one Concord neighborhood to show how these wipes are 
clogging sewer pipes. Click here	to watch the video.  
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Crime Prevention Tip:  
Protect your neighborhood from vacant property crime! 

Vacant properties can pose safety challenges for everyone — neighbors, 
property owners, police officers, and firefighters. Click here to download the 
National Crime Prevention Council’s flyer for information on how you can help 
protect your neighborhood from vacant property crime.  Remember if you see 
someone inside or around a vacant property, call 911. Do not confront 
someone who is trespassing.  

 
Fire Safety Tip:  
Concord Fire & Life Safety: Only you can prevent turkey fryer fires! 
Concord Fire and Life Safety would like to remind you of the fire danger that outdoor gas-fueled turkey 

fryers pose.  These turkey fryers use a substantial quantity of cooking oil at 
high temperatures and hot oil may splash or spill at any point during the 
cooking process and could result in serious injury.  When deep frying, oil is 
heated to temperatures of 350 degrees Fahrenheit or more. Cooking oil is 
combustible, and if it is heated beyond its cooking temperature, its vapors can 
ignite.  Propane-fired turkey fryers are designed for outdoor use and should 
never be used inside a building or home. If you don't take precautions, you 
may end up with an injury or fire.  Follow these safety tips to prevent burns or 
fire:  

 
Deep Fried Turkey Cooking Safety Tips: 

 Follow your fryer's instructions. 
 Turkey fryers should always be used outdoors a safe distance from buildings and any other 

material that can burn.  
 Fully thaw and dry your turkeys as water and oil do not mix.  A wet or partially frozen turkey will 

cause a boil-over and hot oil will come out of the pot and cause serious burns and a fire.  
 Slowly lower the turkey into the oil, and maintain an oil temp of 350F. Fry turkey for three to four 

minutes per pound or about 35 to 42 minutes for a 10- to 12-pound turkey 
 The National Fire Protection Association urges those who prefer fried turkey to seek out 

professional establishments, such as grocery stores, specialty food retailers, and restaurants for 
the preparation of the dish, or consider a new type of "oil-less" turkey fryer."   

 Keep an all-purpose fire extinguisher nearby. Never use water to extinguish a grease fire. 
Remember to use your best judgment when attempting to fight a fire. If the fire is manageable, 
use an all-purpose fire extinguisher. If the fire increases, immediately call 911 for help. 

 Even after use, never allow children or pets near the turkey fryer. The oil inside the cooking pots 
remains dangerously hot, hours after use. 
 

For further information please contact Education Specialist Jeff Bostian:  bostianj@concordnc.gov  (704) 
920.5538. 
 

News Headlines  
 

 
NCDOT to discuss Winecoff School Road railroad grade separation proposal 
NCDOT has scheduled a public meeting on Monday, November 4, to discuss an addition to a project proposing to widen 
more than 13 miles of I‐85 from N.C. 73 (Exit 55) in Cabarrus County to U.S. 29/601 (Exit 68) in Rowan County. Interested 
citizens will have the opportunity to learn more about a proposed grade separation carrying Winecoff School Road over 
the Norfolk Southern railroad, South Main Street, and South Ridge Avenue.  The meeting will take place from 5:00 to 
7:00 p.m. at Winecoff Elementary School, 375 Winecoff School Road in Concord. Visit ncdot.gov for more information. 
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Cabarrus Cooperative Extension Fall Plant Sale  
The Cabarrus County Cooperative Extension is holding their annual Fall Plant Sale. The sale includes Fig Trees, 
Blueberries, Raspberries, Blackberries, and Muscadines plants. All plants are sold in 1‐gallon containers and are well 
adapted to the piedmont growing conditions. Cost is $9 each.  The Extension will provide growing and care information 
if requested. All proceeds provide Cabarrus Cooperative Extension programming support. For more information, please 
call the Cooperative Extension Office at 704‐920‐3310 or visit the website at cabarrus.ces.ncsu.edu to place an order. 
Deadline to order is November 7, 2013. Plant Pick‐up is November 14 & 15. 
 
City Council chooses architect for new City Hall 
At a special meeting on Thursday, October 24, Concord City Council selected ADW Architects as the firm to design the 
new municipal building/City Hall planned for the corner of Cabarrus Avenue W and Market Street SW. The Council also 
chose the construction manager at‐risk process, by which a selected construction manager delivers the project within a 
guaranteed maximum price and allows for a more streamlined design and construction process. 
 
New murals dedicated in Historic Downtown Concord 
The community got its first glimpse at two new murals in Historic Downtown Concord Thursday afternoon. The new 
murals replaced artwork in the Union‐Market Passageway and the Bicentennial Parking Lot. A committee consisting of 
Council Members Jim Ramseur and Ella Mae Small, and staff members from the City of Concord, Cabarrus Arts Council, 
and Concord Downtown Development Corporation began work in 2012 to recommend artists for each project. Learn 
more at concordnc.gov and see photos on the City's flickr photostream. 
 
Planning a reunion? The Cabarrus County Convention and Visitors Bureau can help! 
Reunion  planning  services  from  the  Cabarrus  County  Convention  and  Visitors  Bureau  make  it  easy  to  create  an 
unforgettable experience. From securing hotel rooms for out of town guests to selecting the ideal venue and arranging 
activities, the Visitor Bureau’s tools will help you spend more time looking back and laughing with loved ones. Welcome 
your  guests with  customized  goody  bags  that  include  area  information  and  special  deals  to  help  them make  new 
memories at Cabarrus County’s exciting attractions  like  legendary Charlotte Motor Speedway and Concord Mills—the 
largest shopping and entertainment destination  in  the Carolinas! Get started  today by contacting Carrie Hendrickson, 
Leisure Sales Manager at  (704)456‐7969 or Carrie@VisitCabarrus.com.  Plan your next  reunion  right here  in Cabarrus 
County—“Where Racing Lives!” www.VisitCabarrus.com  
 
 

 
Neighborhood Meeting Calendar 
Click the heading above to access the November 2013 Neighborhood Meeting Calendar. The 
calendar includes meeting dates, times and locations for neighborhood meetings, City Council Meetings, 
Planning and Zoning Commission Meetings and other city events.  Please note that meetings date and 
times are subject to change without notice. This is a live calendar so changes are made immediately after 
they are reported. For a full schedule of all recognized organization meetings, visit the program’s website 
concordnc.gov/neighborhoods. 

 
Neighborhood News is published monthly and information from neighborhood associations and others are 
welcome.  
 
Please share this newsletter by forwarding it to your neighbors - post an excerpt in your community's 
newsletter, post a copy on your community bulletin board, or on your Facebook Page.     
 
Partnership for Stronger Neighborhoods 
BUILDING relationships to  
EMPOWER communities  
and CONNECT citizens to resources. 


