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  POLICY FOR REDUCTION OF  
   SPEED LIMITS 

    IN RESIDENTIAL AREAS 
 

Purpose: 
 
It is the intent of the City of Concord to maintain speed limits on City streets that promote public 
safety and have a reasonable expectation of driver adherence.  The purpose of this Policy is to 
establish the criteria used to evaluate requests to reduce or increase the speed limit from the state 
mandated 35-mph on residential streets under the jurisdictional control of the City of Concord.  
 
Note:  

• The Citywide Speed Limit is set at 35-mph by the Code of the City of Concord Section 
58-165, which is consistent with North Carolina General Statute 20-141. 

• Requests will be considered based on the order received unless the Transportation 
Director determines a particular area merits immediate consideration due to public safety 
concerns. 

• For residential subdivisions currently posted 25-mph only at the entrance to the 
subdivision, staff will investigate, install the appropriate regulatory signage maintaining 
25-mph within the subdivision, and add such streets to the Code of the City of Concord 
Street Schedule, without requiring the petition process specified in Step 3) of this policy. 

• Traffic engineering studies based on the Manual of Transportation Engineering Studies 
by the Institute of Transportation Engineers documenting that a lowered speed limit 
would be more appropriate will automatically justify a change. The Transportation 
Director or Police Chief will notify the residents of the proposed changes that will be 
implemented. 

• Requests for speed limit reduction to address law enforcement or issues other than traffic 
safety will not be considered under this Policy. 

• This Policy does not apply to non-residential facilities such as business parks, 
commercial developments, etc. in the City of Concord. 

 
 
Implementation:  
 
Step One – Individual Streets: Citizens requesting a speed limit reduction or increase for an 
individual street will be referred to the Transportation Department where their request will be 
registered.  The Department will then study the request(s) in question and within 30 days make a 
determination as to whether or not the following criteria are satisfied:  

 
1) The entire length of street segment must be on the City of Concord Street 

System for maintenance with  no part being under the jurisdiction of the 
North Carolina Department of Transportation (NCDOT) or privately 
maintained. 

2) The street cannot be part of the approved City of Concord Transportation 
Plan or otherwise classified as a thoroughfare or collector street based on 
average daily traffic counts (ADT). 
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3) The street must not carry more than 2,500 vehicles per day. 
4) The street should not be designed to be reasonably and safely traveled at 

35 mph or designed under level terrain classification.  
5) Reduction of existing speed limit meets sound engineering principles and 

judgment for public safety with consideration given to the following: 
 
• lack of pedestrian elements (i.e. sidewalks and designated 

crosswalks) 
• hazards – water bodies, embankments, fill sections, obstructions 
• proximity to significant pedestrian generators – parks, schools 
• history of crashes with contributory elements of speeding 
• measured 85th Percentile speeds 
• presence of on-street parking 
• sight constraints 
• street geometrics 
• density and type of access 
• etc. 

 
Step One – Subdivisions: Homeowners Associations or other Recognized Neighborhood 
Organizations requesting a speed limit reduction for an entire subdivision* will be referred to the 
Transportation Department where their request will be registered.  The Department will then 
study the request(s) in question and within 30 days make a determination as to whether or not the 
following criteria are satisfied:  

 
1) The entire length of all streets within the subdivision must be on the City of 

Concord Street System for maintenance with  no part being under the 
jurisdiction of the North Carolina Department of Transportation (NCDOT) or 
privately maintained.  

2) No street within the subdivision can be part of the approved City of Concord 
Transportation Plan or otherwise classified as a thoroughfare or collector 
street based on average daily traffic counts (ADT).  

3) No individual street within the subdivision should carry more than 2,500 
vehicles per day.  

4) The subdivision streets should not be designed to be reasonably and safely 
traveled at 35 mph or designed under level terrain classification.   

5) Reduction of existing speed limit meets sound engineering principles and 
judgment for public safety with consideration given to the following: * 

 
• lack of pedestrian elements (i.e. sidewalks and designated crosswalks) 
• hazards – water bodies, embankments, fill sections, obstructions 
• proximity to significant pedestrian generators – parks, schools 
• history of crashes with contributory elements of speeding 
• measured 85th Percentile speeds 
• presence of on-street parking 
• sight constraints 
• street geometrics 
• density and type of access 
• etc. 

 
*If an individual street(s) in the subdivision’s request fails to meet the 
aforementioned criteria, such  street(s) will be removed from those evaluated and 
the remaining streets will continue to be considered under this Policy.   
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Step Two:  Upon performing an investigation based upon evaluation and consideration of the 
above stated criteria, the Transportation Director will refer to the City’s Traffic Safety Advisory 
Committee (TSAC) their  comments and consensus before a final recommendation is made.  The 
Transportation Department will then notify the citizen or the representative of subdivision making 
the request that: 

 
1) The individual street or subdivision does not meet criteria and is not 

eligible for a speed limit reduction under this policy, or 
2) The street or subdivision meets criteria for a speed limit reduction and 

forwards a Speed Limit Reduction Petition Form for soliciting signatures 
of support. 

 
Step Three:  If  an individual street or subdivision streets meet criteria, it is the citizen’s or the 
subdivision representative’s responsibility to obtain the signatures of at least 75% of the adult 
residents of the living units or property owners on the whole street(s). Names, addresses, and 
telephone numbers are required on the Speed Limit Reduction Petition Form.  Once the Petition 
Form is returned to the Department, City staff will validate the names and criteria.  Appropriate 
regulatory signs will then be installed, the Street Control Schedule in the City Code of Ordinances 
will be revised to reflect the new regulatory limit, and Concord Police will be advised of the 
change. 
 
Given that an entire subdivision is considered a closed system of streets with no more than two 
(2) points of access, subdivision wide posting at the points of access will be utilized in lieu of 
speed limit signs on individual streets.   Note:  Stub outs for any future street network connections 
may be considered as a point of access.   
 
Appeal of Speed Limit Changes 
A citizen(s) not in favor of the petition for reduction, staff-initiated speed limit changes or 
findings of a speed study may appeal to City Council. 
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