Youth Council Parent/New Member Orientation
August 29, 2016
Excused Absences: Reagan; Unexcused Absence: Jordan S
Welcome parents and new members! Members signed in with Mentor Chair Allyson Finley.

President Madelynn Bovasso called the meeting to order.
Advisors.
Madelynn introduced the advisors to the parents and new members.


Taylor Morris, Programs Supervisor, Parks & Recreation
Katie Culbreth, Program Specialist, Parks & Recreation
Ron Ferrell, Officer, Concord Police

Executive Board. Madelynn briefly introduced the parents/new members to the executive board. She mentioned who they were and what their position is. Madelynn Bovasso, President; Jordan Gregory, Vice President; Meg Aldridge, Secretary; Zach Finley, Finance Chair; Allyson Finley, Program/Mentor Chair; Brea Reed, Social Chair.
What is Youth Council and why do we have it?

Madelynn introduced Mayor Scott Padgett and Brian Hiatt, Manager, City of Concord to the parents/new members and they both spoke and were given our 2016-2017 Youth Council t-shirts.
Madelynn then spoke about the By-Laws, Calendar, & Meeting Minutes as well as how Youth Council communicates. 

By-Laws, Calendar & Meeting Minutes

Posted on Youth Council web page on City website, www.concordnc.gov
Communication by email and Facebook


Youth Council members should check their email often for information.


Facebook page listed as City of Concord Youth Council – “like” it, please!


The contact sheet that you received has Taylor and Katie’s cell phone at the top—PLEASE put it in your cell phone as well.

Vice President Jordan Gregory spoke about the Youth Council attendance policy, as well as how points/hours work and the City Council meetings.

Attendance


Excused/unexcused absences


Youth Council member should contact an advisor before 4:00 p.m. the day of the meeting if he/she is not able to attend.


If a member has committed to an event and they need to cancel, they must notify the event chair and an advisor 48 hours before the event or they receive minus points for not attending.


All meetings will be held at the Concord Police Station, 41 Cabarrus Avenue, unless noted otherwise on the calendar. If the location changes, notification will be by Facebook and email. Please check the calendar for meeting locations!!

Points/Hours


Members must accumulate a minimum of 10 Community Service points a semester to remain active members. Each volunteer hour will equate to one point. Points accumulated during the summer will be equally distributed between the fall and spring semester; this excludes seniors whose summer points will be added to the fall semester point total. The advisors will keep track of the points and send an e-mail out once a week with a chart. Make sure you plan ahead and sign up early. 
City Council meetings


Youth Council members are required to attend at least one City Council meeting per year. Seniors are required to attend fall semester.


Council meetings start promptly at 6 p.m. at City Hall (35 Cabarrus Ave. W). Members are to be seated before the meeting begins and attire is dressy casual. No jeans or t-shirts should be worn.


Youth Council Presidents will give presentations to City Council on 9/8/16 and 4/13/17. Members sign up through Sign Up Genius for the meeting they wish to attend.
Mentor Chair Allyson Finley spoke about the Bunny Run 5k, Youth Council Service Recognition, and the Youth Council dress code. 

Bunny Run 5K & Festival (4/15/17) & Spring Into Arts Festival (5/13/17). YC members must attend the Bunny Run 5K, Bunny Run Festival or Spring Into Arts Festival. This is mandatory for all members, except seniors.
Youth Council Service Recognition. This annual event will be held Monday, May 22nd.  Each Youth Council member and one parent or family member are expected to attend with the exception of seniors and Executive Board members who are allowed two parents or family members to attend. The purpose of the banquet is to recognize members for their participation, leadership and community service to the mayor, City Council, City Manager and their parents!!
Dress Code


YC t-shirt is required to be worn to Youth Council events and socials. They are not required to be worn at meetings, unless noted otherwise, and should NOT be worn to City Council meetings.

Finance Chair Zach Finley spoke about the Youth Council meeting suggestions and briefly talked about our events. He also mentioned the different fundraisers that we do throughout the year. 

Youth Council meeting suggestions:


Please drop off and pick up YC members in a timely manner. All meetings begin at 7 p.m. and end 45-60 minutes later.

Parents can park in the parking deck across the street and wait in the Police Station lobby.

Calendar of Events


Union Street Live! – 6/16, 7/21, 8/18, 9/15, assisted with event setup and operations


Silly Summer Days – assisted Katie with camp activities at various parks


Library Line-Up – assisted Taylor & Katie with themed activities at Concord Public Library

ClearWater Youth Art – assisted art instructors with media specific camps and classes

Greenway Adventures – assisted Taylor with nature programs on our greenways


Pickleball in the Park – assisted Katie with instructing pickleball and more at Beverly Hills Park


Hunger Games: Tribute Training Mini Camp – 6/22-24 assisted Katie with theme specific activities


SOL Summer Celebration – 6/24 arts & crafts and activities during event

Streetlight 5K & Frolic – 7/8 monitored runners lane, games, arts & crafts with families

Camp Olympics – assisted Katie with camp activities at Les Myers Park

Community Free Clinic – 3rd Tuesday of every month (must be 16 years old to participate)

Back Packs for Hope – 100 plus food gifts for major holidays; back to school supplies


Messy Art – assist Katie with art programs at Academy Recreation Center
Safety Palooza – 9/10 assist with safety games, medicine drop and other activities


Dog Food Drive for Meals on Wheels – 9/12 re-bag donated food for distribution


Volunteer Banquet at Cabarrus Senior Center – 9/19 assist with ushering and serving

Dogs’ Day Out festival – 10/22 assist with event set up/break down, food tent, contests and more
Candy Crawl – 10/31 arts & crafts and activities, downtown Concord

Veterans Salute 5K – 11/5 traffic control, timers and water stations on race course


Tree Lighting Ceremony – 11/18 crafts for children, Santa’s elves, assist with trolleys

Holiday Happenings – 12/3 making gingerbread houses with children, downtown Concord


Concord Rotary Can-a-Thon – 12/10-11 collecting goods at local grocery stores


Cops & Kids – 12/17 shop with less fortunate children; sponsor a child/$250


Blankets for Jeff Gordon’s Children’s Hospital – 1/30 construct non-sewn blankets of fleece


Teddy Bear Drop – 2/6 make new stuffed animals for Jeff Gordon’s Children’s Hospital


Old Courthouse Theater – ushers for performances


Valentines 2 Seniors – 2/14 make and take to seniors at assisted living centers


Seussfest – 3/4 activities celebrating Dr. Seuss’s birthday at Concord Library


Concord on Canvas – 4/10 assist with moving paintings and event execution

Bunn Run 5K & Festival – 4/15 timing, water stations, arts & crafts and event activities

Flutter-By Earth Day – 4/18 & 4/20 assist with arts & crafts and activities 

Big Brother Big Sister Bowling – assisting with sign in and bowling lanes

Spring Into Arts Festival – 5/13 children’s area activities, downtown Concord


Service Recognition – 5/22 all members participate in planning
Fundraisers


Penny Wars**- every meeting fall semester, boys vs. girls


Dogs’ Day Out Pet Festival**-10/24 bake sale, hot dogs & drinks
**money raised will go to sponsor a child for Cops & Kids


Krispy Kreme Donuts – each member sells at least 7 boxes of Krispy Kreme donuts; money goes to purchase supplies for making blankets. Donuts are picked up at Academy Recreation Center, 11/17. This will be a pickup only.
Social Chair Brea Reed touched based with the parents and new members on the socials that took place over the summer as well as the upcoming socials. Brea also mentioned the State Youth Council Conferences. 
Socials

6/24 
SOL Summer Celebration, ClearWater
7/13 
Supersoakers & Hot Dogs, Dorton Park

8/25 
Back to School Bash, Les Myers Park

9/16 
Cabarrus County Fair, Cabarrus Arena

10/15
Scarrigan Farms

11/??
TBD

State Youth Council Conferences:

Service Learning
10/14-16
@Thomasville
Mini-grants

11/11-13
@Hickory
Team Building
2/24-26
@Fayetteville
Spring Convention
TBD

Hosted by High Point
