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WHAT IS THE STATE FIRE PREVENTION CODE?

The Fire Prevention Code is a set of minimum mandatory fire safety standards published and regulated by the North Carolina State Fire Marshal’s Office that apply to all occupancies in North Carolina, except one and two family dwellings. The Fire Prevention Code is uniformly enforced in all areas of the State. The fire code primarily regulates: 

1) General Precautions Against Fire 

2) Emergency Preparedness

3) Fire Protection Requirements 

4) Electrical Safety 

5) Exits and Egress Requirements 

6) Flammable/Combustible Liquid Safety 

7) Hazardous Materials Operations and Storage

8) Other Specialized Operations and Storage

· The North Carolina Fire Prevention Code may be viewed online at http://www.ncdoi.com/OSFM/ by selecting 2002 North Carolina Building Codes Now On-Line!
HOW OFTEN WILL THE CITY PROVIDE A FIRE INSPECTION?

The Concord Department of Fire and Life Safety will immediately respond to any complaint or request for assistance in Fire Code Safety. Otherwise, inspections of all occupancies will be conducted as outlined in the State mandated minimum inspection schedule:

ONCE EVERY YEAR:
HAZARDOUS, INSTITUTIONAL, RESIDENTIAL;


(INTERIOR COMMON AREAS OF MULTI FAMILY


OCCUPANCIES)

ONCE EVERY 2 YEARS:       INDUSTRIAL AND EDUCATIONAL OCCUPANCIES

ONCE EVERY 3 YEARS:       BUSINESS, STORAGE, MERCANTILE, CHURCHES

WHO WILL PERFORM THESE INSPECTIONS?

All persons who enforce the State Fire Prevention Code are certified to do so by the North Carolina Code Official's Qualification Board. Each inspector that will work with you has undergone extensive education and training to provide quality service. Not only are the inspectors certified by the state to perform fire code enforcement, each is trained in firefighting procedures. This enables us to bring to you a clear understanding of fire behavior.

HOW WILL THE FIRE INSPECTIONS PROGRAM WORK?

An inspector will call upon businesses within our jurisdiction. Upon arrival, the inspector will ask for the owner, manager or safety officer. In some cases an appointment will be scheduled in advance, but most inspections will be by geographic area. A systemic inspection will be conducted of the exterior and interior of each building or business. Any code violations will be listed on an inspection sheet. All violations will be fully explained to the person in charge. Priority items will be identified. An initial 30-day re inspection date will be set for the inspector to return. The owner/operator will sign the form and a copy will be left as a record of the inspection. On or about the date set for the first re inspection, an inspector will return checking to see that all necessary corrections have been made. If corrections have not been properly abated an additional 30-day re-inspection period may be given. On or about the date set for the second re inspection, an inspector will return checking to see that all necessary corrections have been made. If corrections have not been properly abated an additional 10-day re-inspection period may be given. On or about the date set for the third re inspection, an inspector will return checking to see that all necessary corrections have been made. If corrections have not been properly abated a Civil Citation will be issued to ensure all items have been properly corrected. If any additional re-inspections are necessary, Court Action will be sought to gain Code compliance.

ARE THERE ANY CHARGES FOR THESE SERVICES?

Not for the fire inspections themselves (this does not refer to Certificate of Compliance (COC) inspections or other types of mandated inspections).

If Civil Citations are issued fines will be assessed per outstanding violation.

Fire Inspection Program Time Periods and Fees/Fines:

1st Inspection (Initial):
No Fee/Fines

2nd Visit (After 30 Days):
Potential Fines

3rd Visit (After 30 Days):
Potential Fines

4th visit (After 10 Days):
Civil Penalties and Fines


Issued

5th visit:
Same as above, plus


Civil Action (Court),


Misdemeanor Charges

IMMINENT DANGER/LIFE SAFETY VIOLATION CITATION 

WILL BE ISSUED AT THE TIME OF INSPECTION.

LOCKED OR BLOCKED EXITS ARE AUTOMATICALLY A
       

$500.00 FINE PER DOOR FOR THE FIRST OCCURRENCE.

$1000.00 PER DOOR FOR THE SECOND OCCURRENCE.

OVERCROWDING CONDITIONS IN AN OCCUPANCY

IS AN AUTOMATIC $500.00 FINE FOR THE FIRST OCCURRENCE

LEGAL ACTION AS ALLOWED BY NORTH CAROLINA GENERAL STATUTES WILL eNFORCED INSTANCES OF THIRD OCCURANCES.

OPERATIONAL PERMITS

An Operational Permit will be issued to businesses that meet the technical code standards for which specific Operational Permits are required. Permits will be valid until revoked or occupancy/classification changes. If the permit is a special use permit, a time period will be specified. There are provisions under which a permit may be revoked for non-compliance of the code. It is possible for a business to require more than one Operational Permit. In that case multiple permits will be issued, each dealing with a specific area of operation/process. Each permit will be posted in the area dealing with the specifics on the permit.

THANKS

Thank you for taking time to learn more about the North Carolina State Fire Prevention Code. This document is designed to provide local businesses and the public some basic information about the Fire Code Program. We hope this document will provide a better understanding of this program.

QUESTIONS CALL 704-920-5517

TO SCHEDULE A FIRE INSPECTION

CALL 704-920-5517

MON   FRI 8:00 - 5:00
FAX 704-782-3488

